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EXECUTIVE ORDER
No. 2021-6
Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform

Executive Office of the Governor

Michigan is a national leader in eriminal justice reform. We have demonstrated our
commitment to bipartisan, data-driven reform through our collaborative success expanding
access to expungement and reforming our jail and pretrial incarceration systems. Launched
in 2019, the Jails and Pretrial Incarceration Task Force found significant growth in county
jail populations, costing taxpayers nearly half a billion dollars annually. The Task Force
recommended extensive state policy changes related to traffic violations, arrests, behavioral
health diversion, pretrial release and detention, speedy trials, sentencing, probation and
parole, financial barriers for system-involved individuals, victim services, and data
collection. The Michigan Legislature passed many of the Task Force recommendations with
bipartisan support in December of 2020, which were signed into law on January 4, 2021.

In the last several years, Michigan has also made many improvements to its juvenile justice
system that can serve as a foundation for continued reform. These changes include the
adoption of “state pays first” legislation, state legislative action to “raise the age” of
automatic adult adjudication, as well as the many efforts happening at the county level to
improve outcomes for young people in the juvenile justice system. However, even with these
improvements, Michigan still detains youth at one of the highest rates in the nation and is
nearly unparalleled in our practice of detaining youth for non-criminal behavior.

A growing body of research has also enabled policy leaders to better understand which

practices best deter delinquency and rehabilitate young people. Jurisdictions across the
country have generated innovative models for juvenile justice reform that could inform
policy discussions or be adapted to improve system outcomes in Michigan.

The elected leaders of this state are committed to good government, transparency,
responsible stewardship of taxpayer resources, and to the constitutional guarantees of
liberty, due process, and equal protection of the laws.

The Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform is necessary to lead a data-driven analysis of
our juvenile justice system and recommend proven practices and strategies for reform
grounded in data, research, and fundamental constitutional principles. This task force will
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exist as a partnership between county and state leaders, as well as other leaders involved
in the juvenile justice system.

Section 1 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 vests the executive power of the
State of Michigan in the governor.

Section 4 of article 5 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 authorizes the establishment of
temporary commissions or agencies for special purposes.

Acting pursuant to the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and Michigan law, I order the

Creating the Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform

The Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform (“Task Force”) is created as a temporary
advisory body within the Department of Health and Human Services
(“Department”).

The Task Force must include the following representatives of the executive branch
of state government.

following:
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The lieutenant governor.

The attorney general or the attorney general’s designated representative
from within the Department of Attorney General.

The superintendent or the superintendent’s designated representative from
within the Michigan Department of Education.

The director of the Department, or the director’s designated representative
from within the Department.

A representative from the Michigan Commission on Juvenile Justice.

The following officers of the judicial branch of state government may participate as
members of the Task Force:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

The chief justice of the Michigan Supreme Court, or her designee.

A probate court judge designated by the chief justice, in consultation with the
Michigan Probate Judges Association.

A circuit court judge designated by the chief justice, in consultation with the
Michigan Judges Association.

A family court administrator designated by the chief justice, in consultation
with the Michigan Association for Family Court Administration.















Given under my hand and the great seal of the State of Michigan.

Date: June 9,202
GRETCHEN WHITMER
Time: 12:25 pm GOVERNOR

By the Governor:
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